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which it was compos d, Viz the promoting God's. Glory, 
by removing one of the greateſt Qbſtacles rhat: li 6 
in Mens way to their” Dag, and f ng ſuch U 
Obedience to the Divine Precepts at is dndiſpenf . 
yu required of every Chriſtian, and Wee which ect 
EE i ny Happineſs is nor to be obtained: - - | He: 
© + + [That God would therefore be eas ” vine: BG; 
3 Bs Bleſſing to ic, and proſper the good work undert ald 
; On Fd is the hearty Prayer of the Author, who fs 
* ſincere . ell. wiſher 2 the \Coutteous Reader, and 4 
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5 i ber his e 0 . 
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5 "Gaal Reader, 15 
3 4 : 
als : 7 BY 2 RE is nothing in be enſuing W] 
7 5 that can SI recommend it to the World, Pr 
1 but its Plainneſs and Honeſty. And yet it it ſuch I ſo 
45 that if received and Fig 9.7 Eandour, igual t Ar 
. Sincerity with which ir is fent Forthy is may, I Mts 
3 hope, be of ſome good uſe, and anſwer the End fi | 
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4 \ bo Oteative to tho!Cri#or; that it is the 
gattve of Gad, ho male and 
World, to. Enad and fet;;forth 
a Preceptston: Commandrnents 
ab theT ty of Mah to oh ſexxve and praiſe 
What God Nat cmmandede ie a common 


Principle of Reaſon inndta t Mankind and 
oo generally knowm and acknẽOledged by alli 
is Obetliencęe co Godgrand keeping 


| — — the Condition of Mans 
Ituture Fappineis and Salvation, we are taught 

by Neligien, in the facred lune of the 
01d #tidoNew:Teſtament;h 5 wo lg ng 
Wherefore in the-Pioſechtion- 0 this Sub 5 
ect, I/ ſhall not inſiſt upon either f theſe - 
ad ure Rraſonableneſs or Neceſſity een 5 

Gad, and kedping his Commandments; though 
out all doubt, it was from the Con Jo . wi 
tion f theſcichiefly that David ſet up his pious = 
Verſe holy1Reſolurion in the latter part af ww. 1 
rern rio 3513 111 barb: ae = Hog! fit. 1 
But I ſhall inſiſt W he) al 4 
wget as nate rial, and iſit <0 be k 
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eeiuvery Chriſtian, and I think more proper and 
1% ., genuine to the whole Text, and of more na- 

” tural conſequence and deduction from it. De- 
Commandments of my God, Taith the 
Prophet. „ . ot 
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In which Words he declares his pious pur- 
poſe to keep God's Commandments; and in 
order to his better performing this, he renoun- 

_ © ceth the Company and Converſation of wicked 
Men, as a great Hindrance and Impediment 
to his doing what he had reſolved upon. As 
if he had ſaid, I will, I am fully bent and 
ſet upon it, as aamatter of my Duty and 
__ greateſt Intereſt, I will keep the Command. 
ments of my God; and therefore, or for this 
Reaſon, I charge and command all you that 
lead wicked Lives, in the notorious Breach 
and Violation of God's Commandments, to 
depart from me, and never more to come 2 
near me, fo long as you continue in your e 
Lil Courſes; becauſe ſuch Company will bes h 
both an Offence and an Hindrance to me. IN. 0 
ſhall he concerned and ſcandalized to ſeè you f 
wickedly abuſe and affront that God whom ! 
reſolve to ſerve hy a ſincere and hearty obe 
dience; and beſides, I am afraid leſt by ſuch 
Bad Company I my ſelf ſhould be corrupted 
and drawn away from my holy Reſolution a 
keeping God's Commandments, or at leatt 
much let and hindred in the Performance ofit 
This I take to be the true and full Sent: 
and Importance of the Words, and . 8 
7777 8A . © 7-2 M0 
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of his Duty. Gr, if you will, more plainly: 
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them thus;explai! 

moſt naturally, t 
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maendments himſelf, to Ive 
Life, muſt at the ſame: Time reſolve to renounce 


and caft off bad Company, utterly to abhor and a- 


- . 


- 


void the © Converſatio 
This is the Point, that is to be the Subje&t 
of our following Diſcourſe ;' in treating upon 


4 4 4 a 


= . e . ON 3 3 . 
which, I ſhall endeavour theſe two Things; 
PHY , VO DIG os 2} 1:3 1.2107 | 


Firſt, To ſhow that bad Company, or 
the Converſation of wicked Men, is offenſive 
and nanſeous to every one that is zealous: for 
God's Glory, and relblved to keep his Com- 


* 


„ co OT 
| Secondly, To acquaint you with the conta- 
gious Influence If Bad Company, and in 
what reſpects it is, and muſt” needs be, an 
hindrance to any good Man in the Diſcharge 
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thus, viz. that it is impoſſible Tor him that 


kceps badCompany, to keep God's Cammand- 


5 The firſt Part of my undertakin- 2 
you, that Bad Company, or er. 
of wicked Men, is offenſiv 


an 


d there arifeth, and that 
viz, That he that will\reſolve to keep God's Com- 
un holy and religious 
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7 of wicked and ' ungodly 
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ar what is. e to die : nic radtice, 
there can be no Agreement in 8 lation, 
Naw ny godly-Perſan, . that hath a right 
| Senſe of Re een, and. is throughly affected 
With it, is actec b by a divine Principle, the Grace 

and Sp irit 0 God, and b A animated an 
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; 9 the great Aerts that is $3; be- 
-—., tween them, St. * XVI. 26.) as to make 
F fl of of Converrgn berwern.! the Re. 
dau Perſon, him that is reſolved 
bregk,God's 
Done will 
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the G of him that is ales for Wh 


God's Service and Glory, and it will grieve 
and vex his Spirit to ſee the- great Lord, 


whom he adores, abuſed and ſet at nought 


by perverſe and obſtinate Sinners. 


-:1ti would he a ſtrangp kind of Confort, fl that 2 
paſed- of the Prayers and Prai- 
ſes of the one, and the Curſes and Imprecations 


ſhould- be c« 


of the other; to hear the one talk 


lewdly and: obſcenely, whilſt the other is 
— the Holy Scripture, or ſome 5 25 : 


good Book: of Devotion. Such a medly 
5 would ſtartſe the moſt ſteady. and e 


ſtant Man alive, and make him aſtoniſhed + 
and amazed, as a Thing molt incongruous 


and unnatural. And therefore no good Man 


chat can help/it, will ever endure it, but 
with David in the Text, abandon and drive 


away the wicked from him. 


0 Wich the fame pious King, Pſal. CI. v. 3. 
he will hate the Work of them that turn aſide. 
A framard Heart, u. 4. ſhall depart from him, 
aud he will not know, i. e. have any familiarity 


3 or ſhew any countenance to, 4 wicked 
Perſon. M boſo f ſlandereth his Neighboar, 


him will he cut off, and not ſuffer him that hath 


an high look and a proud . v. 5. He that 
worketh deceit ſhall not dwell in his Houfe' he 
telleth lies ſhall not tarry in his Sight, v 
v. 8, he will do al he: _ 


root out al * 
them to 


| 8 PR City with Dim. | Anat e wit h 
” 22 Reaſon, F we conſider What it! s e 
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The ſecond part of my 3 — 
acquaint you with; the Contagious Influence 


_ of Bad Compan and in hat reſpects iti is, 
and muſt ante an hindrance to any good 
Man in the Diſcharge of his Duty; or that 
it is impoſſible for him that keeps Bad Com- 
pany, to keep God $ Commandments as he 
\ Ou (ICE 15 LA 
1 Fn is moſt Gertz true What the Apoſtle 
. hath obſerved and told us, 1 C. XV. 33: 
viz. that Evil Communications corrupt good 
vers, Bad Company is the Devil's — 
allure and draw Men into Sin. And there 
is a Sort of People in the World, (I wiſh 
they be not the Majority of it) who ſeem to 
be ſent from Hell, on purpoſe to promote the 
Intereſt of the Prince of Darkneſs, and en- 
large the Borders of his Empire and Domi- 
nion. Perſons of corrupt and pernicious 
Principles, and looſe and vicious in their 
Lives and Practice; who have groſsly erred 
from the true Faith, and are fo every £008 work 
| per Ws 
Such as theſe 1 mean by Bad Company, 
Jud theſe are diſperſed all the World over; 
* her e you will, you will be ſure to meet 
. theſe —_ —— his rank afid 
ac alt manner of 
* e by 
infect, 
— and 


. and deftroy the Sheep of Chri 
they will moſt certainly do, unleſs they 
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decline all Friendſhip and familiar Convet fe, 
tion with them, and ſnun and abhor them as 
cat 
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one to many; and all that come within the 
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being poiſoned and undone by it. 


their | Works, Pſal. CVI. 2, 35. And what 
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e moſt:barbarous and inhumane Mar- 


* „rr eee 


and ſacrificed their Sons and Daughters unto them; 


8 cles from or out of the carved, or graven, or 
molten Images made by the Heathen to theſe 


1 
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So that here you ſee, by aſſociating them- 


ſelves with theſe Pagan People, the Hyaelites 
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of the true God, ſtaining and polluting 
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take heed and beware of them, unleſs. they _ 


3 


— and bane of Mankind. For Sin is 
ting, and ſpreads like a Canker or Gan- 
green, or rather Leproſie, diffuſing it ſelf from 


/ Breath of an Atheiſtical, Profane, debauch'd, ' | 
ewd and Vicious Perſon, are in danger of 


nus the Children of Iſael were no ſoon- 


the Works were which they learned of them, 
we expreſſed, v. 36, 37. vir, Idolgrry, 


der; for they ſerved and worſhipped their Idols, 


came preſently. to break two of God's Com- 
mandments, the Firſt of the firſt Table, and 


the Second of the Second, committing /Jdolge - FR 
tr); and as if that had not guilt enough. in it . 
to make it loathſome and odious in the Sight 
With dhe Marder of their: own Cine, 
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ſtripping themſelves: at once of pity" and 
humanir ob VII hs Rota © thy yods 
And if Ba Bad 
to this, to the | Commiſſion” of ſuch horrible 
Wickedneſs as is here mentioned, and which is 
as much agaioft* 'the Pr of reaſonable = 
Nuture, as the Precepts of the! true Chriſtian 
Religion, to be ſure it will prevail in all os 
ther Matters, and by its pernicious Influence 
drawius into Sins of all forts;! which Reaſon 
not quite ſo much: abliors, and to which our 
corrupt Affection Are more prone and inclined; 
Upon which Account, he can be neither a 
: durifol Child-tahis' natural Parents, nor 2 
good and. loyal Subject to his Prince or Civil 
5 Govorndur, nor Honour his Father und Mor len 
in any Senſe the: Fifth Commandment. is capa· 
ble of, and obligatory to us, itflat ſhalh with 
any delight or Satisfaction conuerſe with, and 
hearken to the Diſcourſes of a certain ſort of 
Men in our Age, who make it their chief 
study and ended vour to null and invalidate 
the Force of it, especially in its civil. Acceptaa | 
tan, by all the cunning and artiſipe they can. 
And berauſe they themſelves have go iy 
chat vile and eee ee the 
ce of reſiſting the higher Powers, (to 
whom 250 3 and . — 
any Reſtriction or Rxception, that we can 
- find, either expreſſed in his ſacred Word, or 
rationally deduced from it, commanded us to 
be Sübject, upon pain of eternal Damnation; 
looking upon our Es chem, as = 
th | im- 


Company can once bring Men 


OY © A 
ſel; yea, and plainly and open termin 
hy Foam XIII. 2.) I ay, theſe __ ing 


cauſe ſe the 7 themſelves have imbibed this Princi- 
ple, Sco at, and Ridicule all thoſe that will 


not. join and congur with them; as very Fdols, 


Enemies to their Country, and Hapido Tranſi 
greſſors of their great Principal, and to them} 
moſt ſacred Law of Self- Preſer vation, to which 
they, would in all Caſes have all other Laws, | 
Divine and Humane, to ſubmit. 
To effect which, they make no 5 
.— and: train the moſt. plain and politive 
5 of Scripture, that ſeem to thwart their 
elign, to ſuch Senſes and Interpretations as 
{ball beſt ſerve their turn, though ſuch as the 
Apoſtles and firſt Preachers of the Doctfines 
cantained- in them, never intended or thought : 
of, and to which their Practice, their cons 


ſtant Practice whilſt they lived, was dia mes 


trically. appolite; and the contrary to which 


many, of them ſealed and confirmed with + 


their Blood, and teſtified ' ey maintained e- 
ven unto Death their ſincerity in teaching, and 
the truth of what the 4 taught er and 5 
preſcribed. to be done by the. 
By this way of Jaglings have theſe erifty 
Men beguiled many poor, ignorant, unſtable 
and unwary Sduls, that would hearken to 
them, and drawn them to their Party; and 


ſo diffuſed and propagated their pernieious TN 


Principles to every corner of this Ring- 


dom, So. that from hence, from our o- 


_ e in this VEr__ as well . 
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5 LEP, 5 Then next 1 I — to vids 1% 
de you an account of the Nature of this 
2 ntagion, or how it comes to paſs, that Bad 
4 — 'harh-fuch influence upon all that 
þ 155 7 5 88 ar chcinſclres: into it, as to make- them "ay 
15 1 * and profligate as they are. 
lt is, and muſt be confeſs'd by all Sher 
riſtians, that ſome ſeeds of natural Cor: 
- Fuption- ſtill remain, even in the beſt of Men, | 
= and will do ſo as long as chey live' upon 
Barth. 80 long as they: are —— — 
1 Wich Fleſn and Blood, this serrene Taber 
"os. will be ſubje& to the Infirmities of it; 
dp ſometimes to fall into Sin; let them be as 
£ 8 Sreful and cautious as they can; and chere 
ing ſuch thing as perfect unfinning Obedience 
pPoſlibly to be performed by us on this ſide 
BB Grave, nor indeed ſo much as expected 
e required of us by God- under the Goſpel- 
-,_ © eifpenfation, If we be fincere; and do what 
We can, and repent, and be ſorry for what we 
have not done as we ought, and endeavour for 
he future toamend —— been amiſs, 
s will be accepted by: God through Chriſt. 
+ But we cannot attain to ſo much as this, by 
Power and Strength of mere Nature; no- 
ing but the Grace and Spirit: of God can affiſt 
herein, or enable us to perform this ſincexe, 
h im e obedience the Goſpel re- 
£ quires 
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quirts of us ; and that muſt be by their ont EP 
nual preſence and: influence upon our Heart 4 : "= 1 
ſubduing and keeping unde our deprav. = 55 


ppetites and Affections, that would hutry* | 


us on 8 and mn . e _—_ us. IS 5 | 


tw; Ur! Duty. 15 "19" OY) IA DIES, 

And ſo long as we hearken to, and obey this . 
Motions of this our heavenly Guide, we are 
ſafe enough; for ſo long it will dwell in ank 
accompany us, and keep our corrupt Pa ions 
in ſuch Subj jection, that Sin ſhall never get 


the full r. . Dominion over us. But 


then we muſt remember, that among other 
Directions of the Spirit of Grace, this 18 one, 
that We be careful 1250 avoid all Occaſions 


and Temptations to Sin, of which We babe 


ſhewed the keeping Bad CO not to 25 


2 the leaſt. : 


For which reaſon this holy: Spirit in e 
Places of Scripture, hath given us a particular 
charge to avoid that Temptation, and not to 
have any Converſation with wicked and un- 


f odly Man, telling us what danger we are 
like 


to be TA from. fuch Companions. T _ 


Prov. I. 10. it counſels us not 10 conſent 1 


the enticing of Sinners; and v. 15. not 10 walk 


in the way with them, but to refrain our HR 
from their Path. The Danger and Beſtructos 


of which their Ways and Paths is 26. % 


L. 18. as their Wickedneſs was v. 16. And 
Lſaiaß LII. II. quoted by St. Paul, 2 Cor. VI. E ; 


17. God calls upon his People to come” out 
fe. among the wi icted, to 8 themſelves 
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from dhem, and not to touch br meddle wich 
any; of tlieir Abominations, and promiſetliito 
receive them upon their hearkening to him 
this Particular: bis enmgg a 
And If they;dodo, he will be as good ashis 
Word, otherwiſe he will. reje& and forſa les 
them in ſuch 1 and then the 
vill be ſure to he ruin d and undone by it 
For then the Contagion will preſently ſelze 
them the Seeds df Corruption, of natural 
Corruption in tliem, uthich were: before 
ſtifled and kept under by the Spirit of Grace 
upon its deſerting them, will gather ftrengthz _ 
and by the bad Diſcourſes and Examples of 
wicked, Men, be ſtirred up and improved t 
a great Bulk, ſo that they ſhall 5 
to receive all manner of evil, as the others 
are to inſtil it int them. Then thus naked | 
the Baits of the Devil, offered to them by 


the Hands of his Servants; then any | Argut 


8 ment hr ought 1 inſt Religion, as a ſour | and 
melancholy Profeſſion, depriving ' Men of All 
 theiPleafures and Intereſts: of this World, 
ſomething in Reverſion in the next, ſhall be 
accepted and embraced as a. juſt Cauſe of 
their renouncing it. And then alſo | the pre- 
ſent Delights and Advantages of a looſe and 
licentious Life, repreſented in their choiceſt 
Colours, as an Encouragement for them 
to enter upon it, ſhall be greedily ſnatch'd at, 
n A 8 


4 


as the higheſt Pitch of M | . 
cially; when, recommended, as they. always 


15 


4 


and Friendſhip, and by the Practice and Exam- 
ple of thoſe-who pretend 
and declare, that by theſe 


it, and reſolve to do 10,,. becauſe. they haye 
had à long and repeated; experience of the 
raging the Ways of God, and highly extol- 
ling and magnifying the Ways of Sin,) do 

O 


theſe Factors of, Satan delude and entice, o 


F + 


is forſaken by the Spirit of God, that will. not 
attend him in ſuch lewd and vicious Com- 
pany; (from which it warned him to refrain ) 
and when corrupt Nature grows predominant 
in him upon this Account, (being now ſet free 


from its former reſtraints) and regards more 


what is pleaſing, to Senſe, than what is agrec- 


| 


as rotten Seeds or Fruits taint and corrupt o- 


tkers chat lie next to them, and an unſound 


Sheep ſpreads its Contagion over a whole 
Flock; ſo he that freely and familiarly joins 
himſelf, to the Company of wicked Men, be 
preſently ſtained with their abominable Princi- 
ples and Practices, and grow on a ſudden as 
great a Proficient in all the Arts and Myſteries 
of; Iniquity as any of chem. The wonder 


en „5 


Y Feli it : ' P Be Y v 
ans Felicity. Eſpe- 


be their Friends, 
Motives they them- 
Ness waded to embrace this 
Way of living, and tha they ſtill con tinue in | 
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1 And thus have! ee youll not handy thine, . 
ang to St. Faul, 1 Cor. XV. 33. EU 
Communications corrupt good Manners,” ut alſo 
- whiy and how they coe to do fo; how the In- 
feecłion comes thus to ſpread from one toanother. 
It is by the Force and Influence of the Bad 
Diſcourſes and Bad Examples of old experiene d 
Sinners, Working upon the Heart and Affe. 
CKions ofa Man; when he hath loſt the Guard 
pdf God's Grice and Spirit, and hath nothing 
but corrupt Nature left in him, which is ready 
to meet them half way, and embrace any 
Doctrine or Principle that ſeeinis to favour; and 
5 Pi Countenancè to a ſenſual and voluptuous 
8 2.9 
It now only remains, that 1 make ſome uſe: | 
ful and practical Obſervations from what hath 
been faid upon the whole matter; and to chat 
I now proceed. + | 
Ihe Doctrine or Popos ddt f ſed 
from the Words was this, viz. that he that | th 
will reſolve to keep God's C ommananients him{elf, JU 
to live an holy and religious Life; muſt at the | ke 
une time reſolve to caſt off Bad Company, atterh ca 
: 45 to abhor and avoid the Converſation of wicked and IM 
 wngodly Men. In the Management of whichy! no 
_ undertook theſe two Things: 5 { 
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- Secondl 2 To acquaint you with the conta N 
ence of Bad Company, and in what 
. N it is, and muſt needs be an hindrance 
Man in the Diſcharge of his 
if you will more plainly thus, 


gious In 
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Duty. 
vit. that i it is impoſſible for him that keeps 


Bad Company, to e ous: OM 


ments as he ought; 


Thie firſt Part if y edel and 
which, I hope, hath been effectually Pert N 
ed, was to ſhow, that Bad Company, or the 
Converſation of wicked Men, is offenſive and 
lauſeous to every one that is Zealous for God's 


Glory, and reſolved to keep! his Comand 


ments. 80 it was to Pavid in the Text, and 
ſo it was to righreons Lot; ds I acquainted you | 


in the former part of this Diſcourſe: 
Now from hence I ſhall obſerve to yu; in 
the firſt Place, that we may ver 2 reaſonably 
nudge what a Man is, by the Company ** 
keeps- For, as was 00 before, tliere 
can be no great Harmony in Society, whers 
Men are of different Humours and Principles; 
no: Agreement'in Converſation, . Where there 


isa contrariety in Judgment and Opinion, and 


eonſequeũt to that, a conttariety in Practice; 
and the Lives and Actions of Men ſtand-in 


direct Oppoſition to one another. For tlien 
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5 fors! duch different Fempers will keep from 
_ onecanether;as muck as they can; nothing but 
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quently meeting together, and hever think. 
5 themſelves ſo happy, as when they are in 
each qthers Company, they are all of the ſame 
Stamp, either the Servants of God, or the 
Vaſfals of Satan. For what ſhould a - devout: 


Man among a Cre of diſſolute Parlors, Adula 


leud Examples, and profane and — 
Ears, and afitghis Heart; and his grave 
Depoftment would be altogether as offenſive 
to chem, andi be Tidiculd hy them as Fooliſh 


it very heinoully if lie, being hut one, ſhould, 
pretend to re. 
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And there? 
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4 — Hram hene Enbſarve; That every 
5 Man that conſults His Credit, anf: would 
i: | bear the Character of a ghdlyi and: religious 
- | Perſon; which:every profets'd Chriſtian Thould 
7 be very deſirous and tenden oſ, muſt he Cau- 
nous of his Company, take care whom lie 
admits ito his Emilia and Acquaintance. 
For as was before 5 yet World Will 1 
judge of an and t 12 this ES 
Rule, and oſteem him h ene hin _ ä 
moſt frequently converſeth wii. 

But, I. hard, there 1s a Conſideration bapabd 
all chis hid! requires his greateſt Care and 
Circumſpection in this Matfer, . that his 1 
Eternal welfare or miſery depends upon it. F 
For unleſs he reſolve with David in the Text, 
to keep God's Commandments, and Ho as he 
refalveth; he muſt neuer expect to go to Hea. 
ven, but ſhall be condemn'd to the Regions 
of Darkneſs and everlaſting Torments. He 
that will enter into Life, muſt keep the, S 
ments, St. Mat. XIX. 17. and withbar 'Holmefs, 
in e. a ſiucbre Performance: of all the Goſpel- 
2 Duties, 2 Mas ſbal ſee the Lord, i. e. be 155 
% in the Enjoyment of him in the other Worl 
e Hab. XII. x4. And the Tenour of the: whole 
MY Scriptures, eſpecially of the New 2 
at runs — this ſame purpoſe. e.. 9 
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veral reſpects, a great hindrance” to any r 
Man in the Diſcharge of his Duty. A 

therefore one may as well A 
ſecure his Health in a Pef-Houſe, among thoſe 
tat lie there Sick of the Plague, as to keep up 


Leal and concern far God's Glory, in a Crowd 
of diſſolute and Profligate Wretches, that have 
utterly renounced: God and all Goodneſs, and 
be themſelves over rto all manner of Wick: 


For let Lie: Frag Ge ſo 
be once 3 himſelf wi 
neſs will 3 y vaniſh: and expire; yea, it 
began to decay, when he firſt: to incline 
to their Company; and aſter his Continuance 
in it for a while, will be quite extinct, and 
„he himſelf as bad as tlie world of them. Then 
God's Commandments will be no more thought 
of hy him, unleſs it be to break and violate 
them. His leud Companions will fill his Head 
with new and ſtrange Notions, and by ming- 
ing a little Wit now and then with their pro- 
fane Communication, guild che poiſoned: Pil, 
make it go down glib and' ſmooth, and in- 
ſect and ruine nnn while it ſeems to 
"I" it. G mak eit 
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nor he is ad E allother fort of bis. 
ing, more grateful to Senſe, and giving great- 
er indulgence to a brutiſh Appetite, Thus 


is a 
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Jolly Converſation of the wicked, and par- 
1 takes with them in all their ſenſual Enjoyments, 
- he is, though he thinks not of it, riding poſt 


whe Nevil, and haſting to the Black Regions 


of everlaſtin ng Miſery. 
O let this e awaken us all, 44 


Fefilencs. cer 
And let no regard to Uſe" Quality or. Con. 


Affinity to us, engage us into their Conver- 
ſation, when they are known to be Strang 


by the Force of either good Example or _ 


God for them, and we have but very 

couragement to do that, 1 Joh. V. v., 16. at 
the cloſe of it. When Men are once become A, 
poſtates, they make our Petitions to Heaven 


and unacceptable, if not fomething worſe. In 


tiller that are neareſt of kin to us. 


: 4 


r Man deluded into Sin and Deſtru- 
tion, let down to Hell as it were in a Feather. 
Bed; and whilſt he delights himſelf in the 


as we love our Souls, and conſult their eternal 
well- being in another World, make us hate and 
avoid the Company of wicked Men, as, what it 
is indeed, the moſt” Tongs and deadly 


dun of any Perſons, or their Relation and 


or Enemies to God, and not to be recldinne' 


vice. All that can be done, is only t to pr 5 "og 
ſmall 


a- | for them — and hopeleſs, ineffectual 
ſuch Caſes rede we muſt renounce 2 


ee the old * 154 command : 
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ow no 045; oh e. Son 2 
Mother, or 0% of bis Daughter dur g 

ferof his. . D OR, 9. his Friend, which 16 'as hi 
E. mY, ſhould entice him ſeertely, and — 
vour to dram him to 1dolatry, Deut. XIII. 6. 
he ſhould be ſo far from conſenting to him 
that he muſt not conceal him, AS the firh 
that ſhould lay his Hand upon him, in order 
ta put him to Death, v. 8, 9. It lis no matter 
how nearly allied any one is tous, if he be a 
Reprobate, and an Alien from God. David pro- 
feſſeth to hate them that hate God; and that with 
4 perfecs Hatred, gecounting them his own Ene⸗ 
: Teer eee, 22, And here 1 in the 
Text he deal ph With; yy a8 ſuch, and bids-al 
Evil-dgers Fo pert; 0997 Him. 3417 5 ttt #1 
And let us follow his Example, and not love 
gin for the Sinners Sake, but hate and avoid the 
FJinner ſor the Sake of his Sin, For unleſs we 
hs We ſhall certainly forſake, What we 
always to adhere to; God and his Com | 
ndmenrs, which; as hath een demon- 
ated, it is impoſſihle for thoſe to keep, that 
Company with wicked Men. 9514 
N ſort of which dught for this Reaſon 
eſpecially. to be avoided by us; I mean ſuch as 
play faſt a0 locſe with ha Precepts of the 
Goſpel: with ſome Duties which God hath 
—_— mand on to ng moneSr inſtead 
thenscetlity Ob penlorming them, t e 
the Lawfulneſs of the contrary: PraQtice; 42 el 
condemn them for Fools, that ſtand up 06 the 
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liging force, in former: Times, in the Days of 


Yore, ſome Oenturies ago; but that tow, 
the Caſe is quite altered, and it cannot pas 
now, not being ſuitable to che preſent Eftabliſh- 
nent, to ve Conſtitation'of our State, (though 


the matter and ſubſtance of it be tlie avowed : 


Doctrine of dur Church) and that we muſt, 
if we be wiſe; if we have any regard to our 
Engliſh Liberty and Property, do ſometimes" the 
contran to what that hath enjoinedt. 
Precious Saints indeed! that make RA 
gion truckle to-fecular Intereſt, and oW˖Ʒd no- 
thing for Goſpel, but what ſuits with their 
Kft worldly Convenience. At this rate 
we muſt kick out Mortification, Self-denjal, 
and tal ing up tbe Cofs ; for they alſo ate Jour 
2 — tedious to Fleſn and lood, and not 
be endured, if all thing muſt go accord. 

— 5 th ye Or 42 yet our Saviour 
be told us, that he that doth not (and that 
too cheerfully and readily) perform theſe Du- 
ties, whenſoever he is called to it, chunt be hi, 


Diſciple, St. Mat. XVI. 24. St. Luk. XIV. 27, 


33. And J am ſure that none but his Diſciples 
{hall ever enter into his Kingdom. © You ſee 
then what theſe he ld bad rtifice and 

cunning Inſiguati Id kad'ys to. 
But I tell a und you, my Breeding and 
obicrve well what I fay, that theſe abo en. 
tioned, 
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